Overview of a Family STEM Night Model
by Margie Hawkins

I have organized family STEM nights at my school in Lebanon, TN for a few years now.

  
I have families sign up ahead of time so I know how many supplies I will need.  The event is always free – but we have families RSVP and give out tickets for the event so we can know how many families to plan for.


We do 2 activities in an hour and a half 6:00-7:30 – gives use 30 minutes to clean up at the end and we leave by 8.  I put supplies and directions for each activity in  gallon ziplock baggies.  

Each family turns in their tickets and picks up their 2 activity bags as they come in.  We keep the tickets so we have a count of how many attend.


Each family works together as a team.  In some activities they compete against each other – other activities they compete against other families.  

Our families love the competition factor!  
I usually have 8-10 teachers who come out to help with the event – passing out, collecting supplies, helping families, answering questions – I assign 4-5 families to each teacher, sometimes more if we have a huge crowd.  I put a huge place card with the teacher’s name on each table they are responsible for – then as families arrive and check in we tell them to find a place at one of “their” teacher’s tables

I am including the flyer, ticket, reminder note, activity directions and guiding power point presentations for each event (a total of 3 events)  You will notice a couple of things different between the first and the second STEM night plans – because I learned after the first one what needed to be tweaked! If you use it you will need to insert directions to the presentation.

The presentations begins with info on why we teach STEM subjects together – I started these when our state started pushing for more STEM integrated teaching and “upped” our state standards – we wanted to explain what STEM Education was, and the need for it, to our parents!

THINGS I LEARNED FROM THE FIRST STEM NIGHT:


· 3 activities is too ambitious – if you only have 2 hours just do 2
· It works best if you have the instruction for each activity on your power point – we gave out the activity sheets only the first time and some parents had trouble remembering to read them :-)  now we walk them through each step with the powerpoint AND give out activity sheets.
· They like competing against members of their own family – but they LOVE to compete against other families – always have your last activity be a competition between families! 
· We had small prizes (calculators, etc) to give out to the top 3 families in the family competition the second time and they were WAY more into it!
· Feel free to contact me if you have questions – margiebg@gmail.com
