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	Curricular Connection
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	Science/Engineering 
1.D.1.a  Make something out of paper

1.A.1.b  Seek information through observation

4.A.1.b  Based on data, describe the observable properties, such as size, shape, color, and texture of a variety of objects
Technology

2.B.1.b  Work cooperatively and collaboratively with others when using technology

3.B.1.a  Participate in a class or small group lessons using technology for shared writing or language experience stories
Math 

SC: 6.A.1.g Match a number to a set

Common Core: K.CC.3  Write numbers from 0-20.  Represent a number of objects with a written numeral 0-20.  

	STEM Components
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	Science – Students will be using paper products to make their leprechaun trap.  The students will apply their knowledge of the properties of the trap and the leprechaun to help make decisions about their design.
Technology – Use cameras and recording devices to have teachers and students take pictures/record student work.  The photographs will later be used to make a class big book.  

Engineering – Students will use materials to design and build a leprechaun trap.  

Math – Students will record, using numbers, how many of each object they will use in the leprechaun traps.  

	Background
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	The students will be listening to St. Patrick’s Day stories throughout the week during reading.  Discuss St. Patrick’s Day and discuss leprechauns with the students.  

Suggested reading for St. Patrick’s Day:  

· The Night Before St. Patrick’s Day

· The Leprechaun’s Gold

· The Luckiest St. Patrick’s Day Ever

· The Luckiest Leprechaun

	Materials/
Resources
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	Teacher Materials
	Student Materials

	
	* St. Patrick’s Day Book – The Night Before St. Patrick’s Day
* Materials for traps that may already be in the classroom (Dixie cups, index cards, etc)

* Chart Paper

* markers

* iPad or camera that will record
	*Send a note home the week prior to this week of lessons asking families for donations for leprechaun traps.  (Examples are tissue boxes, cereal boxes, St. Patrick’s Day stickers/foam shapes, popsicle sticks, Dixie cups, index cards, construction paper, tape, etc) See included sample letter.  The students will use these materials for building their traps. 

* glue 
* gold coin

* paper for drawing their design

* pencils, crayons

* writing paper to write about what happened to their trap


	Focus Question(s)
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	How could we design a leprechaun trap?


	Vocabulary
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	· Leprechaun

· trap

· legend
· attract


	5 E Model
	Time Frame
	Activity

	Engage
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	Day 1
	Day 1

1. Discuss St. Patrick’s Day with the students.  

2. Share about the legend of leprechauns.  

3. Read The Night Before St. Patrick’s Day.
4. Discuss the traps the kids in the story made and what materials they used. 
5. Show the students materials they may use to make their traps.  Explain that they will be using a gold coin to attract the leprechaun to their trap and then catch him to get his pot of gold.  
6. Have the students share with a friend and then with the class how they will design their leprechaun trap to catch a leprechaun.  Remind the students to think about the properties of their trap and Leprechaun to help determine their design. 

	Explore
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Explore
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	Day 2/3
	Day 2

1. Review the traps from the story. 
2. Review materials with the students they may use to build their traps.  Tell the students they want to attract the leprechaun into their trap with a gold coin because leprechauns like gold.  (Be sure he students have a gold coin in their design)  
3. Tell the students they will draw a design for their trap.  They will then record how many of each object they need in their design.

Example: 6 popsicle sticks, 1 tissue box, 2 toilet paper rolls, 4 stickers, 3 cups, 1 gold 
4. Allow the students time to draw their design and record how many of each object they will use.  

5.  Have the students share their leprechaun trap designs and explain how the leprechaun will get into the trap to be caught.    
Day 3 (This part of the lesson needs to be completed the day before St. Patrick’s Day so that the students can set their traps out to see if they “catch” a leprechaun.)
1. Tell the students today they will be designing their leprechaun trap.

2.  Have the students use their designs to design their trap with the materials provided.  

3.  After the students complete their leprechaun traps have the students share about their traps to their classmates.  
4.  Have the students put their leprechaun traps in the hallway. 
**After the students leave for the day, remove their gold coins from their traps and replace with a chocolate Hershey Kiss or a gold Rolo candy.  The teacher can even tip over some designs to make it appear as if the leprechaun has been in the traps.  Sprinkle the traps with St. Patrick’s Day confetti if desired and even leave little green “footprints” on a table.(  

	Explain
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	Day 4
	Day 4 (The students will be checking their traps in the morning to see if they caught a leprechaun)

1. Have the students orally share and explain what happened with their traps.  

2. Create a list of words the students may want to use in the writing.  

Example: leprechaun, St. Patrick’s Day, trick, attract, etc.   

3. Have students explain through their writing what happened to their leprechaun traps.  

4.  Have students share their writing with their classmates.  



	Evaluate
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	Day 5
	Day 5
1. Have students think about their leprechaun trap design and the materials they used.  

2.  Tell students to think about any changes they would make if they were to do this again OR if they were telling the kindergartners for next year a suggestion for designing their trap.  

3.  Create a list of ideas with students telling about the changes they would make.  

	Extend
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	Throughout each day of the lesson
	While working on the traps, the teacher/students can record what students are doing using some sort of recording technology.  The teacher/students can take pictures of each other’s work.  

Print pictures of students working on their traps throughout the week and create a big book with students by having them help with the words to write on each page.  Put this book out for students to read.  


